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Polarity Ensemble Theatre Sponsors New Plays Festival  
 

[Chicago, IL]  New plays are the lifeblood of American theatre, particularly in Chicago, and 
rightly so they receive regular attention from theatres, producers, audiences, and critics.  But it is 
rare to see a glimpse of early promising works, taken as far as possible (just short of a 
production), and in that area, Polarity Ensemble Theatre has a growing reputation.       
 
2010’s Dionysos Cup Festival of New Plays promises to be one of the strongest years yet for 
the four-year-old festival.  The Festival is a developmental collaboration among the playwright, 
a director and dramaturg, a strong cast of capable actors and the Polarity audience community. 
Each selected script was chosen by a reading committee closely examining dozens of 
submissions from an open call to Chicago metropolitan-area playwrights.   
 
Polarity has twice taken Dionysos Cup scripts to full production, including last year’s The White 
Airplane by Darren Callahan and this year’s The Good Harvest by Lisa Rosenthal. Next Spring it 
will produce a third: Ephemera, a wacky comedy in outer space by Bryce Wissel. 
 
The plays to be featured in this year’s festival include: 
 
G. Riley Mills’ Death & Devils is the true story of an early 20th century medical charlatan John 
R. Brinkley, who made a bid for Kansas State governor and made millions during the Great 
Depression claiming he could cure nearly any disease with a mysterious process called gland 
rejuvenation. Having commonalities with tales such as All The King’s Men or Citizen Kane, it’s 
a classic fall-from-grace story starring Kevin Stark, Kaela Altman, Turk Miller, and Ryan Ben 
and directed by Darren Callahan (The White Airplane and Horror Academy.)  
 
Keith Anwar’s Kabulitis presents a unique perspective on the Afghanistan refugee experience 
through the lives of a U.S.-based family.  Guaranteed to spark debate as well as to entertain. 
Laura Sturm (director of Polarity’s The Rivals and Blanche DuBois in Polarity’s acclaimed 
revival of A Streetcar Named Desire) directs. 
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Fertile Lies by Jaime-Lee Wise, directed by Brea Hayes, is a stylish thriller about the food 
industry with a taste of X-Files action. Scientist Angelina Pellegrini's "smart-seed" can end world 
hunger, but only if a bio-technology corporation, a hypnotherapist with delusions of grandeur, 
the Department of Farmland Security, and a family of farmers on a mission from God, don't steal 
it first.  
 
Jay Koepke’s What Makes The Buddha Smile is a document of a spiritual quest that extends 
beyond death.  Directed by Sean Kelly, this touching tale of redemption and understanding is 
quite different from the rest of the festival entries, demonstrating the breadth of work being 
created by Chicago playwrights. 
 
The staged readings will be followed by open discussions that will provide the playwrights with 
feedback from the cast, crew and a live audience. The readings are the culimination of a 
development process that began in February and includes multiple opportunities for script 
revision. Past participating playwrights have hailed the Dionysos Cup as one of the most 
valuable script development processes of its kind.  
 
The festival is modeled after the City Dionysia, the ancient Greek festival that honored the god 
Dionysos with new drama. Like the original, this festival will be a competition, with the 
audience deciding who will receive the Dionysos Cup. Most important in the Festival, however, 
is the development process for the scripts, moving them toward a possible eventual full 
production with Polarity or with some other company.  
 
Performances take place at the Polarity Ensemble Theatre in Wicker Park at the Josephinum 
Academy, 1500 N Bell, Chicago, March 23 through May 2, 2010. Showtimes are as follows: 
 
The Schedule:  
Thursday, May 13th @ 7:30pm: What Makes the Buddha Smile 
Friday, May 14th @ 7:30pm: Death and Devils 
Saturday, May 15th @ 7:30pm: Fertile Lies 
Sunday, May 16th @ 2:00pm: Kabulitis 
 
Thursday, May 20th @ 7:30pm: Fertile Lies 
Friday, May 21st @ 7:30pm: Kabulitis 
Saturday, May 22nd @ 7:30pm: What Makes the Buddha Smile 
Sunday, May 23rd @ 2:00pm: Death and Devils 
 
Single shows are $5/each; festival passes are $10/each. Tickets may be purchased by calling 1-
800-838-3006 or visiting www.petheatre.com. 
 
Polarity Ensemble Theatre is a member of the League of Chicago Theatres. 
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