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THE GOOD HARVEST 

Synopsis 
 
The Good Harvest is a world-premiere play written by Lisa Rosenthal and directed by Richard 
Engling.  
 Adult triplets Jonathan, Henry and Molly attempt to piece together their shared history on 
the day of their mother’s funeral. As the children attempt to solve the mystery surrounding their 
mother’s death—was it suicide or extreme alcoholism?—and the reality surrounding their birth, 
they discover a sonogram that shows a fourth, previously unknown fetus. This discovery and the 
reappearance of their long-lost father force the siblings to confront their past in a new way. 
 In a series of flash-backs, we see their mother Joan as a young woman in Guatemala with 
the Peace Corps. Joan finds her place and purpose in this world when she receives a sign from the 
Virgin Mary that she is to adopt a recently orphaned child named Marta. When Joan allows Marta 
to be separated from her, however, the child is murdered by guerillas. Joan’s guilt and sense of 
failure intensifies over years of battling infertility. In vitro fertilization finally leads Joan to give 
birth to quadruplets. One child, however, is still-born, a child Joan is convinced is the reincarnation 
of Marta. Emotionally Joan never recovers from this final failure with the child she was meant to 
have. 
 As the triplets discover the secrets of their past, they begin to make sense of the emotional 
neglect they suffered at the hands of their damaged mother. The Good Harvest explores how our 
identities and our sense of family and personal history change when we discover the secrets that 
underlie our origins. 
 

One-line synopsis 
 
Richard Engling directs the world premiere of Lisa Rosenthal's The Good Harvest, in which a 
woman's obsession haunts her children even after her mysterious death.  
 

Personnel 
 
Richard Engling, Director, Lisa Rosenthal, Playwright, Jesse Gaffney, Production Manager, Nicole 
Smith, Stage Manager, Ashley Ann Woods, Set Designer, Heath Hays, Sound Designer, 
Stephanette Smith, Lighting Designer, Gosia Goralczyk, Costume Designer, Steven J. Besic, PR 
Coordinator, Jason Epperson, Marketing, Darren Callahan, PR Content, Ann Keen, Managing 
Director, Richard Engling, Artistic Director. 
As of this writing, the show is not yet cast. 
 

Production 
 
Performances of The Good Harvest will take place at the Polarity Ensemble Theatre in Wicker Park at the 
Josephinum Academy, 1500 N Bell, Chicago, March 23 through May 2, 2010. Showtimes are Friday and 
Saturday at 8pm, and Sunday at 3pm. A special Press Opening will be held Thursday, March 25 and a Gala 
Opening Night Friday, March 26th.  $19 general admission. $15 seniors over 65. $10 students with ID. 
$10 previews March 23 & 24. Tickets may be purchased in advance by visiting www.petheatre.com. 
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