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Long Day’s Journey Into Night Provides the Balm for Our Time  
 
[Chicago, IL]  Polarity Ensemble Theatre, located in Wicker Park, Chicago, opens its 2010/2011 
season on October 28th with Eugene O’Neill’s classic, Long Day’s Journey into Night—a play 
that Polarity’s artistic director says could not be more timely. “We are living in a period of 
intense consequences,” says Richard Engling. “We look at our economy, our society, our two 
wars, the ecology—it knocks us back on our heels. We want to unravel the sources of our fate. 
How did we get to this point? We have plenty of candidates for blame, but little satisfaction. 
That’s the deep beauty of a masterpiece like Long Day’s Journey into Night. It leads us through a 
deep introspection about fate, choices and consequences in a way that only a genius like O’Neill 
can do. It’s a deeply satisfying play for our time.” 
 
The production is led by distinguished guest director Susan Padveen and features Bryan Breau, 
Kevin Kenneally, Caroline Latta, Anne Sears and Eric Damon Smith. “This is a strong cast of 
veteran actors with a wonderfully sensitive director,” Engling says. “It’s also a rare opportunity 
to see an ensemble cast in an intimate 54-seat space performing what many consider to be the 
best American play of the 20th century. We wanted to get into the dialogue that the Goodman 
started with its recent wonderful O’Neill festival and also to follow up our last year’s success 
with that other great American classic, A Streetcar Named Desire.” 
 
“When someone offers you one of the greatest American plays of the 20th century, you say, 
‘Yes!’” chimes Ms. Padveen of her second collaboration with Polarity. Her first partnership was 
The White Airplane, a mind-bending original work by Chicago playwright Darren Callahan that 
had a successful run in the 2008/2009 season. Never having directed O’Neill, Ms. Padveen, as a 
coordinator of the directing department of Columbia College of Chicago’s theatre program, 
wanted to be newly challenged by this classic play. “I was really excited to do a classic again - 
I've been doing new or devised pieces for a while now and relish the chance to do the opposite.” 
 
Having seen so many productions, Polarity has been challenged with making this version unique 
while staying true to O’Neill’s work. As part of Polarity’s mission, the company “breathes new 
life” into classics – such as in Polarity’s 2008 revival of Hamlet in which the Dane was 
immersed in a world of rock n’ roll – a production which prompted the Chicago Reader to dub 
Polarity “Best Emerging Theatre Company” of the year. 
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Polarity will continue its exploration of fate with the world premiere of Bryce Wissel’s 
Ephemera, a zany existential comedy in outer space, opening March 24. “It’s odd to think that 
there could be a common theme between Long Day’s Journey and a play that features a talking 
monkey on a space station,” says Engling, “but comedy tackles interesting topics, as well.” 
 
Ephemera is another in a series of scripts to be developed through Polarity’s Dionysos Cup 
Festival of New Plays and then produced by the company. The festival is gaining its own 
reputation as one of the best designed new play development processes in the city and has 
reached record numbers of submissions from local playwrights this year. “We work exclusively 
with Chicago-area playwrights,” Engling says. “It’s a five month process with the playwrights in 
the room. It’s all about creating ensemble around each script and doing the best possible work.” 
This season’s festival runs May 13-22. 
 
     
* * * 
Long Day’s Journey into Night, directed by Susan Padveen and featuring Bryan Breau, Kevin 
Kenneally, Caroline Latta, Anne Sears and Eric Damon Smith.  
 
Performances will take place at the Polarity Ensemble Theatre in the Josephinum Academy, 
1500 N. Bell, Chicago, IL.  
 
Performances run from October 26 through December 5, 2010. Show times are Friday and 
Saturday at 7:30 pm, and Sunday at 2:30 pm. Sunday, December 5 will be at 3:00pm. General 
admission $19. Previews October 26 and 27 (7:30pm) $10. Gala opening night, Thursday 
October 28 (7:30 pm) $35. Tickets can be purchased in advance through Brown Paper Tickets, 
by calling 1-800-838-3006 or by visiting petheatre.com. Press tickets available by emailing 
boxoffice@petheatre.com or calling 1-847-293-7705. 
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