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  A Spotlight on Dramaturgy: Long Day’s Journey into Night 
 

[Chicago, IL]   Taree Chadwick fell in love at an early age.  “The first time I read it, when I was 
a freshman in college, I cried… And that was just hearing my own voice in my head not seeing it 
or hearing it from multiple actors. I loved the poetry, the images, and the story it told.”  She is 
talking about Eugene O’Neill’s Pulitzer-winning 1956 drama, Long Day’s Journey into Night 
This October, Polarity Ensemble Theatre, located in Wicker Park, Chicago, opens a production 
of Long Day’s Journey into Night, directed by Susan Padveen.  It is a Polarity’s mission to bring 
new life to classics, and the best place to start is by the powerful aid of a dramaturg. 
 
For those in theatre, the definition is known: a dramaturg researches and documents everything 
about the text, the world of the play, politics, the times, relevant biographies, anything that is 
connected to a work for stage, and then distills that information so that the actors and the 
production team have a solid foundation on which to build their unique ideas.  For those outside 
theatre, the effects of a dramaturg are may not be immediately apparent, but most certainly 
imbued in everything from an actor’s performance to a lighting cue to a set design. 
 
While studying dramaturgy at Columbia College under the renowned Kimberly Senior, Ms. 
Chadwick chose a project that would be a significant challenge. “I spent about three and a half 
weeks of my life putting this book together, highlighting, typing, reading, photocopying, and 
living at the library. It was the most ambitious project I had ever done in college and still is (I’m 
still in school). When I finished it I realized that I did all this wonderful stuff but it would only 
be for my benefit, no cast or production team would see it.”  This is where Susan Padveen enters 
the picture.  As coordinator of the directing department at Columbia College’s theatre program, 
she was impressed by Ms. Chadwick’s work and asked her to expand on it and become a part of 
Polarity’s production team. 
 
To review the 150+ pages of detailed and thoughtful work that has gone into the packet for the 
production team is to recognize Ms. Chadwick’s accomplishment.  As a Dramaturg its my job to 
take the context of the pages and build a bridge from what those words mean to an understanding 
in the actor’s brains and then into the audience’s brains.”   
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A literal picture is drawn of O’Neill history, definitions of terms, past production history, 
images, info on addiction and disease, info on the theater, info on the sea, etc., and from there is 
the start of inspiration, one based on a comprehensive understanding. 
 
At this time, many Chicago theatres operate without the discipline of dramaturgy – for both 
original and classic works.  “Maybe they don’t feel it’s important,” says Artistic Director 
Richard Engling.  “Often, directors and playwrights collaborate directly and that’s pretty much 
it, or, if the playwright is not available, directors and department heads.”  Even in rehearsals, Ms. 
Chadwick so the intentions of the playwright are kept true, especially in a play considered semi-
autobiographical.  Concludes Mr. Engling, “Strong dramaturgy allows everyone to be working 
from the same foundation and reality – this is just one of the things that makes Polarity stronger 
for the effort.” 
        
* * * 
 
Long Day’s Journey into Night, directed by Susan Padveen and featuring Bryan Breau, Kevin 
Kenneally, Caroline Latta, Anne Sears and Eric Damon Smith.  
 
Performances will take place at the Polarity Ensemble Theatre in the Josephinum Academy, 
1500 N. Bell, Chicago, IL.  
 
Performances run from October 26 through December 5, 2010. Showtimes are Friday and 
Saturday at 7:30 pm, and Sunday at 2:30 pm. Sunday, December 5 will be at 3:00pm. General 
admission $19. Previews October 26 and 27 (7:30pm) $10. Gala opening night, Thursday 
October 28 (7:30 pm) $35. Tickets can be purchased in advance through Brown Paper Tickets, 
by calling 1-800-838-3006 or by visiting petheatre.com. Press tickets available by emailing 
boxoffice@petheatre.com or calling 1-847-293-7705. 
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