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Polarity’s Richard Engling Announces Final Production After Twelve Years as 
Artistic Director  

 
World Premiere Play Focuses on Black Lives Matter  

 
CHICAGO (October 5, 2016) –Richard Engling will step down at the end of 2016 as Artistic Director of 
Polarity Ensemble Theatre after leading the company since its founding in 2004. “For my final production, 
I’ve selected something I believe is the most important script in our twelve year history,” Engling said. 
“The world premiere of Gail Parrish's LEAVINGS presents a story of racial reconciliation that is both 
moving and inspiring. Every week it seems, we get more reinforcement for the need to insist that Black 
Lives Matter. I’m using my final selection as Artistic Director to echo that call.” LEAVINGS will run 
October 21 through November 20 at the Greenhouse Theater Center in Chicago. 
 
Engling, a playwright himself, as been a champion of new work by Chicago area writers. He created the 
Dionysos Cup Festival of New Plays in 2006, which features a unique six month development process for 
the plays selected. LEAVINGS will be Polarity’s tenth full production of a Dionysos Cup play. At least 
three more have gone on to world premieres elsewhere, including in London. 
 
In last year's season, he launched the innovative Afterlife Trilogy, publishing two novels to be read in 
conjunction with seeing a play. The novels, Visions of Anna by Engling and She Plays in Darkness by the 
late Fern Chertkow (on whom the title character Anna was based) were launched with a world premiere 
play written by Engling, Anna in the Afterlife. The three works spanned 35 years of creation.  
 
This season’s premiere, LEAVINGS, explores how a history of trauma has impacted generations of 
African-Americans. LEAVINGS brings the ghosts of our country’s unresolved racial past to the stage so 
that they can be acknowledged and healed. 
 
“I selected this script because it’s such a compelling work of theatre and because it tells a story we need to 
hear right now,” Engling said. “It’s a serious subject, but the script is lightened with humor, and we’ve got 
a great cast.” 
 
Polarity Ensemble Theatre presents LEAVINGS, directed by Ashley Honore Roberson, October 21 – 
November 20, 2016 at the Greenhouse Theater Center, 2257 N. Lincoln Ave, Chicago, IL 60614, 
where Polarity is a resident company. Tickets are on sale at www.petheatre.com or by calling the box 
office at 773-404-7336. The press opening is Sunday, October 23 at 3:00 PM.  
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