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A Tale of Two Streetcars 
 
(CHICAGO, IL) This season Chicago audiences will have the opportunity to see two very different 
productions of Tennessee Williams' masterwork, A Streetcar Named Desire, from two of the area’s 
most interesting theatre companies. The first production runs October 2nd through November 8th 
from the scrappy young Polarity Ensemble Theatre, named “The Best Emerging Theatre 
Company” last year by the Chicago Reader. Although the Wicker Park company produced its first 
show as recently as 2005, it has already built a tight ensemble that will be on ample display in this 
production of Streetcar. 
 
"[Managing Director] Ann Keen always loved this play," said Polarity Artistic Director Richard 
Engling, "but she never felt she could direct it without the right Blanche. After local phenom Laura 
Sturm joined our ensemble, Ann was able to assemble a cast that displays incredible chemistry. 
With stellar ensemble mates Mason Hill (Polarity’s Iago and Hamlet) as Stanley, Abigail Trabue 
(Antigone and Lydia Languish) as Stella and Lauren Cerkiewicz (Hamlet’s Gravedigger) as 
Eunice, she’s got an unbeatable core. And she’s brilliant with these actors. Opportunities like this 
are why directors love to work with an ensemble. This is what Chicago storefront theatre is all 
about." 
 
The second production runs May 4 through Jul 11, 2010 at the older and better-heeled Writers 
Theatre in Glencoe. The Writers’ Streetcar will be directed by David Cromer, one of Chicago’s 
leading directors. Cromer staged an acclaimed production of Picnic for Writers Theatre last season 
and took his Hypocrites Theatre production of Our Town to Broadway.   
 
Polarity Ensemble Theatre is home to an artistic ensemble of actors, directors, designers, and 
playwrights with the mission of bringing new life to the classics and premiering new plays by local 
writers. In its short history, Polarity has produced meaty classics, world premieres, two books and 
the Dionysos Cup annual festival of new plays.   
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A Streetcar Named Desire performs at the Polarity Ensemble Theatre in the Josephinum Academy, 
1500 N Bell, Chicago. Show times are Friday and Saturday at 8pm, and Sunday at 3pm. Opening 
Night: Monday, October 5th at 8pm. $19 general admission. $10 previews October 2nd – 4th. 
Tickets can be purchased in advance by calling 1-800-838-3006 or by visiting petheatre.com. 
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