
Polarity Ensemble Theatre
Business Office: 
135 Asbury Avenue 
Evanston, IL 60202 
Phone: 847-475-1139 
richard@petheatre.com 
www.PETheatre.com 

For Immediate Release 
 
February 5, 2009 
Contact: Richard Engling, Artistic Director 
 

Bringing Surreality to Reality 
 

[Chicago, IL] Jason Epperson has the daunting task of bring the unreal to the very real confines of a 
theater, specifically Polarity Ensemble Theater. He is the scenic designer for the body-swapping, time 
defying play The White Airplane. “There are,” according to Epperson, “moments [in The White 
Airplane] like the ‘underwear’ dream we all have, you know where you find yourself in school in your 
underwear and ask, ‘how did I get here?’” 
 
The intriguing mystery drew Polarity Ensemble Theater to groom the play and, ultimately, to bring it to 
life in its 2009 season. Veteran stage director Susan Padveen, quick to jump on the project, said, 
“Reality is constantly shifting… different moment to moment and person to person. It was very unique 
material, but not in a gimmicky way. It had moments of real human emotion.” 
 
“First we had to determine what the rules of the world in the play might be,” said Epperson. Working 
with Padveen he sought to find the defining images in the script, which lead them to a process of using 
one kind of object to represent another object. An example of this is using a compilation of paper 
airplanes to be a cloud. Paper sculpture is a large part of designing the world of The White Airplane. 
This process begin with Epperson and Padveen bringing in images for discussion to determine the 
dream imagery that would define the production. 
 
Epperson points out the influence Japanese playwright-authors such as Kobe Abe (Woman in the 
Dunes) and Haruki Murakami (Kafka On The Shore) had on playwright Darren Callahan. 
Because of this decisions were made to go with very clean, modern style—modern in a retro-
sixties sense. The play takes place in four different worlds—worlds that need to move in and out 
of the stage area to transport the audience from one to another. 
 
Epperson is a freelance designer, production manager, and producer. For Polarity, Jason 
designed the lighting for Ghost Watch and the scenery and video for Hamlet. He has worked as 
production manager for numerous commercial theater productions and formerly served as 
technical director and then general manager of the Mercury Theater. In 2008, he founded the 
Chicagoland Theater and Dance Foundation, whose mission is to create a performing arts 
museum in Chicago. Jason studied lighting at Columbia College Chicago, where he now serves 
as production coordinator and teaches lighting technology.  
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The White Airplane will premiere at Polarity’s new space in the Josephinum Academy, 1500 N. Bell, 
Chicago. Tickets are $15 at www.petheatre.com or 1-800-838-3006. The White Airplane previews 
February 13, 14 & 15 ($10). Opening night: February 16 at 8pm. It runs through March 22. Show times 
are 8pm on Fridays and Saturdays, 3pm on Sundays. Polarity is a member of the League of Chicago 
Theatres. Press releases and photos can be downloaded from www.petheatre.com/news.html. 
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